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Article Questions

Consider the following questions as you read the article.

1. What do you know about John Milton? What were some of his more famous works of  

     literature?

2. In Areopagitica , how did Milton use Galileo as an example?

3. What are the two primary books being compared in this article?

4. What do you think Milton meant when he called Renaissance Italy “the home of humane studies and of all civilized teachings”?

5. What does it mean to be Copernican? Ptolemaic?

6. What were two discoveries outlined in The Starry Messenger , and why were these discoveries  

    significant?

7. How did Galileo view the Moon differently from Aristotle? With which view do you think 

    Milton agreed?

8. List a few things Milton and Galileo would have in common. 

9. Discuss Milton’s line, “Embryos and idiots, eremites and friars / White, black, and gray with all their trumpery.” What is an “eremite”?

10. How is the terrestrial sphere different from the celestial sphere?

11. How did Galileo challenge the Aristotelian distinction between the terrestrial and celestial 

     spheres?

12. How do the two Biblical verses listed in reference 5 compare?

13. What does Raphael mean by “save appearances” in Book VIII?

14. Why do you think some of the Church authorities were so intent on making an example of 

     Galileo?

15. How do the characters in Milton’s Paradise Lost parallel Galileo’s characters in the Dialogue?

16. What is the evidence that Milton’s Satan is Ptolemaic?

17. How are Adam’s first question in Book VIII and Sagredo’s question in the First Day of the 

      Dialogue similar? What is Raphael’s answer?

18. What does Galileo mean by stating that there is no one absolutely preferred reference frame?

19. How do Salviati and Raphael answer the question asked by Simplicio and Adam concerning 

      the amount of space in the universe?

20. On what point do Raphael and Salviati disagree?

21. How does Abdiel summarize the experiences of Galileo and Milton?

